
2026 Winnipeg Edible Tree Program – Frequently 
Asked Questions 

1. Do I have to plant in my front yard? If, so can I place my Edible 
Planting Spot in the center of my front yard? 
Yes, you must plan tin front yard as we are encouraging visibility for neighbors to want to 
plant their yards also!  

Your planting does not need to be directly beside the sidewalk. The important thing is that 
the spot is: 
• In the front yard 
• Positioned in a way that allows for easy mowing and care 
• Planned with future modular expansion in mind 
 
Plantings should still be placed at a reasonable distance from sidewalks and property 
features so additional edible spots can potentially be added in future years. 

2. Does placing a tree near the sidewalk limit future plantings? 
Not necessarily. Future edible spots can be designed around the original planting. 
 
Examples: 
• You plant this year: plum tree guild → next year: bush guild → then: tea plant guild 
• But in your yard it is arranged like this: Prairie / Bush /Tree / Bush / Prairie 

Note: the guilds in bold were planted in years one, two and three, the other guilds could be 
planted in years four and five. 
 
The program is designed to allow different types of edible ecosystem modules to work 
together over time, rather than every spot needing to contain a tree. 

3. Do I need to plan for future edible spots now? 
It is helpful to think ahead, but the priority is establishing healthy edible ecosystems now. 
Your planting location should leave room for future expansion where possible, while still 
fitting the practical needs of your yard and maintenance access.  Your eligibility for future 
spots depends on following the information on our website about future planting eligibility. 



4. What size are the cedar planting boxes? 
The exterior dimensions of the cedar planting boxes are: 
• 5 feet × 5 feet 
 
These dimensions can help participants visualize, measure, and prepare their planting sites 
before installation day. 

5. Will planting locations be marked before installation? 
If participants request assistance, planting areas may be measured and marked during site 
consultations to help: 
• Visualize the final location 
• Prepare the sod removal area 
• Confirm they are happy with the placement before planting day 
 
Otherwise, it is up to participants to measure and mark their own planting locations before 
installation day. 

6. What are the key placement guidelines for Edible Planting Spots? 
All Edible Planting Spots should: 
• Be located in the front yard 
• Be accessible and easy to maintain 
• Allow room for mowing and walking 
• Be designed with future edible ecosystem expansion in mind 
• Contribute to visible, community-based edible landscaping throughout the neighborhood 

7. Do you provide all the supplies and materials? 
Yes. The program provides all major planting supplies and materials needed for your Edible 
Planting Spot, except for the cardboard needed for site preparation. 
 
Participants are asked to provide enough cardboard to cover approximately: 
• A 6 ft × 6 ft area 
• Using two overlapping layers of cardboard 
 
This creates a weed-suppressing layer slightly larger than the 5 ft × 5 ft planting area. 

8. Is there anything extra I can bring to improve my spot? 
Yes. While the program provides the core materials, a few optional additions can help 
improve long-term success: 
 



• A 5-gallon pail of hardwood chip mulch can help edible mushrooms persist longer in the 
planting 
• White clover seed can be spread around the outer disturbed soil edges after planting to 
help stabilize soil, suppress weeds, and improve groundcover establishment 
 
These additions are optional, but beneficial. 

9. What tools do I need? 
We recommend participants have the following basic tools and safety gear available for 
planting day: 
 
• An ergonomic spade with foot pads for turning and loosening sod 
• A box cutter for cutting cardboard 
• A hand trowel for planting smaller plants 
• A mallet for driving wooden stakes into the ground 
• Work gloves 
• Work boots 
• Safety toe boots are strongly recommended 
 
Having these tools ready will help make planting day smoother and safer. 

10. How much space will I need in my vehicle for pick-up? 
Participants should plan for enough vehicle space to transport the following materials: 
 
• Four 6" × 6" × 5 ft cedar posts for the planter sides 
• Four 18" pieces of rebar 
• One 50 lb bale of Typha mulch 
• Three 30 L bags of soil mix 
• One approximately 5 ft fruit tree 
• Additional plants and supplies 
• One or two 4 ft oak stakes 
 
Most cars, hatchbacks, SUVs, and trucks should be able to accommodate the materials 
with some planning and cleared cargo space. 
 
Remember: if needed, making two trips or having a friend bring a second vehicle is 
completely acceptable and may make transportation much easier. 



11. What do I need to bring for pick-up? 
Please bring: 
• A vehicle with enough cleared cargo space for all program materials 
• An extra set of hands if possible, as loading materials is easier with assistance 
• A bag or bin for smaller supplies 
• Another bin or container to safely transport your companion plants home 
 
Being prepared will help make pick-up faster and smoother for everyone. 

12. What do I need ready at my house before pick-up and planting 
day? 
Before pick-up and planting day, participants should have the following ready: 
 
• Your planting site should already be double dug 
• Your cardboard weed barrier should be laid down in two layers and weighed down so it 
does not blow away 
• A hose hooked up and ready for watering 
• A shaded area, cool garage, or protected space to temporarily store plants and trees until 
planting 
• Your planting tools assembled and ready to use 
• Ideally 1–2 extra people available to help with planting and setup 
 
Preparing your site ahead of time will make planting day much smoother and help reduce 
stress on the plants. 

13. What time do I pick up my materials? 
Participants will receive an email with their specific pick-up time slot before pick-up day. 
 
Please watch your email closely as pick-up approaches so we can help stagger arrivals and 
keep the process running smoothly. 

 

14. Do I need to Call before I Dig? 
 

Yes!  3-5 days before.  Here is the number: 1-800-940-3447. 


